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New Programmes Focused on Emerging
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Express News Service
Ahmedabad, April 2

ASPART of effortstoalignen-
gineering education with in-
dustryneedsand global tech-
nological trends, the Indian
Institute of Technology Gan-
dhinagar (IITGN) has an-
nounced the launch of two
new academic programmes,
aMaster of Design (MDes) pro-
gramme and a Master of Tech-
nology (MTech) in Maritime
Engineering from the
upcoming academic year
(2026-27).

Prof Bhaskar Datta, Dean,
Academic Affairs, IIT Gandhi-
nagar, said, “The Master of De-
sign programme will integrate
design thinking with engin-
eering, technology, and social
sciences. It is intended to
strengthen systems thinking
and collaborative problem-
solving capabilities relevant
toreal-world challenges. Alig-
ningwith national initiatives
such as the Sagarmala Pro-

gramme, the MTech pro-
gramme in Maritime Engin-
eeringwill cover areassuch as
portand ocean infrastructure,
logistics, and regulatory
frameworks. Additionally, it
willaddress gapsin maritime-
focused education, particu-
larlyin Gujarat, astate known
for its port activity and cargo
traffic.”

ProfRajat Moona, Director,
IIT Gandhinagar, said “The
Master of Design programme
reflects a shift towards inte-
grating creativity with engin-
eeringand social understand-
ing, enabling students to
engage with problems that
require both analytical rigour
and human-centred thinking.
Similarly, the MTech in Mari-
time Engineering is aligned
with India’s strategic and
economic priorities, particu-
larlyin strengthening port-led
development and logistics
ecosystems, leveraging upon
the largest coastline of
Gujarat.”
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GANDHINAGAR

As part of its ongoing efforts
to align engineering education
with industry needs and glob-
al technological trends, Indian
Institute of Technology Gand-
hinagar (IITGN) has announced
the launch of two new academic
programmes, a Master of Design
(MDes) programme and a Master
of Technology (MTech) in Mar-
itime Engineering programme
from the upcoming academic
year (2026-27).

Speaking about the initiative,
Prof. Bhaskar Datta, Dean, Aca-
demic Affairs, IIT Gandhinagar,
said, “lIT Gandhinagar is focusing
on areas expected to witness in-
creased demand, with the objec-
tive of developing future-ready
students.”

Master of Design Programme

Building on the Institute’s De-
sign and Innovation Centre, the
Master of Design programme will
integrate design thinking with
engineering, technology, and
social sciences. It is intended to
strengthen systems thinking and
collaborative problem-solving ca-

pabilities relevant to real-world

challenges.

Master of  Technology
(MTech) in Maritime Engineering
Programme

Aligning with national initia-
tives such as the Sagarmala Pro-
gramme, the MTech programme
in Maritime Engineering will cov-
er areas such as port and ocean
infrastructure, logistics, and regu-
latory frameworks. Additionally, it
will address gaps in maritime-fo-
cused education, particularly in
Gujarat, a state known for its port
activity and cargo traffic.

From a broader perspective,
IIT Gandhinagar’s academic focus
is centered on emerging domains
expected to shape technological
growth in the next decade. Arti-
ficial Inteliigence, semiconduc-
tors, healthcare technologies,
and sustainability are among
the key areas where the Insti-
tute is building deeper academ-
ic and research engagements.

Speaking about the Institute’s
evolving academic direction and
its emphasis on aligning edu-
cation with emerging national
and global priorities, Prof. Rajat
Moona, Director, IT Gandhinagar,
said, “As we look at the next de-
cade, the role of higher education
institutions must extend beyond
disciplinary depth to shaping
how knowledge is applied in
complex, real-world contexts. At
IIT Gandhinagar, this has meant
consciously expanding into areas
such as design and maritime en-
gineering, where the challenges
are inherently interdisciplinary
and systems-driven. The Master
of Design programme reflects a
shift towards integrating creativ-
ity with engineering and social
understanding, enabling students
to engage with problems that re-
quire both analytical rigour and
human-centred thinking. Simi-
larly, the MTech in Maritime En-
gineering is aligned with India’s
strategic and economic priorities,
particularly in strengthening port-
led development and logistics
ecosystems, leveraging upon the
largest coastline of Gujarat.”
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By Staff Reporter

Ahmedabad,

As part of efforts to
align engineering educa-
tion with industry needs
and global technological
trends, the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology Gan-
dhinagar (IITGN) has an-
nounced the launch of
two new academic pro-
grammes, a Master of
Design (MDes) pro-

ramme and a Master of

echnology (MTech) in
Maritime Engineering
from the upcoming aca-
demic year (2026-27).

Prof Bhaskar Datta,
Dean, Academic Affairs,
IIT Gandhinagar, said,
“The Master of Design
programme will integrate
design thinking with engi-
neering, technology, and
social sciences. It is in-

tended to strengthen sys-
tems thinking and collab-
orative problem-solving
capabilities relevant to
real-world challenges.
Aligning with national ini-
tiatives such as the Sa-
garmala Programme, the
MTech programme in
Maritime Engineering will
cover areas such as port
and ocean infrastructure,
logistics, and regulatory
frameworks. Additionally,
it will address gaps in
maritime-focused educa-
tion, particularly in Gujar-
at, a state known for its

port activity and cargo
traffic.”

Prof Rajat Moona, Di-
rector, IIT Gandhinagar,
said “The Master of De-
sign programme reflects a
shift towards integrating
creativity with engineering
and social understanding,
enabling students to en-
gage with problems that
require both analytical ri-
gour and human-centred
thinking. Similarly, the
MTech in Maritime Engi-
neering is aligned with In-
dia’s strategic and eco-
nomic priorities, particu-

larly in strengthening port-
led development and lo-
gistics ecosystems, lever-
aging upon the largest
coastline of Gujarat.”

IITGN also offers mul-
tiple dual-degree pro-
grammes with leading in-
stitutions such as the In-
dian Institute of Science,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Na-
tional Institute of Technol-
ogy, Surat, National Insti-
tute of Technology, Agar-
tala, and the Indian Space
Research Organisation —
Space Application Centre,
among others.
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announced the launch
of two new academic
programmes, a Master
of Design (MDes) pro-
gramme and a Master
of Technology (MTech]
in Maritime Engineer-
ing programme from the
upcoming academic year
(2026-27).

Speaking about the
initiative, Prof Bhaskar
Datta, Dean, Academic
Affairs, IIT Gandhinagar,
said, “lIT Gandhinagar
is focusing on areas
expected to witness
increased demand, with
the objective of developing
future-ready students.”
Building on the Institute’s
Design and Innovation
Centre, the Master of
Design programme will
integrate design thinking

| IT Gandhinagar has

with engineering, technol-
ogy, and social sciences. It
is intended to strengthen
systems thinking and col-
laborative problem-solv-
ing capabilities relevant

to real-world challenges.
Aligning with national
initiatives such as the
Sagarmala Programme,
the MTech programme in
Maritime Engineering will
cover areas such as port
and ocean infrastructure,
logistics, and regulatory
frameworks. Addition-
ally, it will address gaps

in maritime-focused
education, particularly in
Gujarat, a state known for
its port activity and cargo
traffic. Additionally, ITGN
Research Park also pro-
vides various opportuni-
ties for students to explore
entrepreneurial ideas, and
work on applied projects.
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